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DECISION 

FILE: B-211162 

THE COMPTROLLER QENERAL 
O F  T H l  U N I T E D  STATE8 &69/ 
W A S H I N G T O N .  O . C .  2 O S 4 8  

DATE: March 31, 1983 

Where a c o r p o r a t i o n  protests  " i n  t h e  
i n t e r e s t  and  name of t h e  people of 
t h e  u n i t e d  S t a t e s , "  i t  lacks i n t e r -  
e s t e d  p a r t y  s t a t u s  u n d e r  GAO B i d  Pro-  
t e s t  P r o c e d u r e s  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  n o t  
shown a requis i te  d i r e c t  i n t e r e s t  i n  
t h e  c o n t r a c t  awards  i n  q u e s t i o n .  

Save  Columbia C o u n c i l ,  I n c . ,  protests t h e  award of 
c o n t r a c t  Nos. 14-08-000$~21269 ,  -21278, and  -21286 t o  
t h e  Lamont-Doherty G e o l o g i , c a l  O b s e r v a t o r y  o f  Columbia 
U n i y e r s i  t y  by t h e  Unitea'gtates G e o l o g i c a l  S u r v e y ,  
Depa r tmen t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r .  
awards  " i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  and  t h e  name o f  t h e  people of t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s . "  

a n  " i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t y "  u n d e r  o u r  B id  P r o t e s t  P r o c e d u r e s .  

Save  Columbia p ro tes t s  t h e  

W e  d i s m i s s  t h e  p ro tes t  b e c a u s e  Save  Columbia is n o t  

O u r  p r o c e d u r e s  r e q u i r e  t h a t  a p a r t y  be " i n t e r e s t e d "  
f o r  i t s  p ro te s t  t o  be c o n s i d e r e d .  
( 1 9 8 2 )  . I n  d e t e r m i n i n g  w h e t h e r  a protester  s a t i s f i e s  t h e  
i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t y  c r i t e r i o n ,  w e  examine t h e  d e g r e e  t o  which 
t h e  a s s e r t e d  i n t e r e s t  is b o t h  e s t a b l i s h e d  and d i r e c t .  
Kenneth  R. B l a n d ,  C o n s u l t a n t ,  B-184852, October 1 7 ,  1975 ,  
75-2  CPD 242. 

As a g e n e r a l  r u l e ,  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  i n v o l v e d  i n  w h e t h e r  

4 C.F.R. § 2 1 . l ( a )  

t h e  award o f  a c o n t r a c t  is p r o p e r  a r e  a d e q u a t e l y  p r o t e c t e d  
by l i m i t i n g  t h e  c l a s s  of p a r t i e s  e l i g i b l e  t o  pro tes t  t o  d i s -  
a p p o i n t e d  b i d d e r s  or o f f e r o r s .  - D i e  Mesh C o r p o r a t i o n ,  58 
Comp. Gen. 111 (19781 ,  78-2 CPD 374. 
s t a t e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p r o c u r e m e n t  h a s  been  s u f f i c i e n t l y  
c o m p e l l i n g ,  w e  have  c o n s i d e r e d  pro tes t s  by labor u n i o n s  and 
c i v i c ,  t r a d e  and p a r e n t s  assoc ia t ions .  See F a l c o n  E lec t r i c  
Company, I n c . ,  B-199080, A p r i l  9 ,  1 9 8 1 ,  81-1 C P D  271. 

Where,  however ,  t h e  
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On the other hand, it is not enough merely to be an 
individual employee of a disappointed bidder or offeror, 
Dale Chlouber, B-190638, December 20, 1977, 77-2 CPD 484; a 
concerned citizen, Patti R. Whiting, B-187286, Septem- 
ber 29, 1976, 76-2 CPD 298; or a union which believes that 
its members might be employed by the successful contractor 
if the work were open to competition. 
Beneficial Association; Seafarers International Union, 60 
Comp. Gen. 102 (19801, 80-2 CPD 418. 

Marine Engineers 

Here, where Save Columbia has only asserted the general 
interest of "the people of the United States" in protesting 
these awards, it has not shown the required direct interest 
in them and, therefore, it does not qualify as an interested 
party within the meaning of our Bid Protest Procedures. 

We dismiss the protest. 

Harry R. Van Cleve I '  

\',. t Acting General Counsel 
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